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  LOS ALTOS HILLS

C A L I F O R N I A

For those who live in wooded areas, the
benefits of the natural rustic beauty also
bring an added risk of fire. The tragic San

Diego fires last year were a dramatic indicator of
the dangers that
exist in many
areas of our
community. The
recent fire in
Carson City,
Nevada illustrates
how fast such fires
can spread.

All vegetation,
including

naturally occurring native plants and ornamental
plants, is potential wildfire fuel. If vegetation is
properly modified and maintained, a wildfire can
be slowed, the length of flames shortened, and the
amount of heat reduced, all of which assist
firefighters to defend a home against an oncoming
wildfire.

To help Los Altos Hills residents better safeguard
their homes and property from wildfires, the Santa
Clara County Fire Department offers the following
list of preventative measures that, when completed,

PATHWAY ETIQUETTE

One of Los Altos Hills’ unique features is its pathway
system. Designed for non-motorized use including
walking, jogging, horseback riding and bicycle

riding, it provides a recreation system for all users and easier
connections to neighborhoods and schools.

To make use of the system more enjoyable, the Town asks
that you that you observe the “three “C” of pathway use:
Common Sense, Courtesy, and Communications:

• Pedestrians and bicyclists yield to the horseback riders

      (horses can be unpredictable).

   • Horseback riders should ride at a safe gait.

   • Dogs should be kept on leash. Horseback riders should

     keep their dogs at home.

   • Bicyclists should ride with traffic and observe the rules of

      the roads.

   • Pedestrian should face traffic if not on a path.

   • If your animal excretes on the path, either clean it up or
     kick it to the side if possible, especially if it is a driveway.

Other rules include:

• No smoking or fires.

   • No littering or loitering.

   • No motorized vehicles.

   • No trespassing on private property off pathway easements.

   • Not all paths are intended for bicyclists.

   • No parking on Pathways (MC Section 4-3.802)

   • Pathways in the public right of way are sidewalks as
     defined in California Vehicle Code Section 555. All laws
     regulating sidewalks are applicable to Pathways.

APRICOTS TO MOUNTAIN TOPS

PATHWAYS TO OPEN SPACE SPRING HIKE SERIES

Adventure is right here in our own backyard! Explore the hills and valleys of Los Altos Hills this fall by stepping out
on our Pathway system. Join me every second weekend on the Apricots to
Mountain Tops hike where you’ll enjoy sweeping vistas, historic places, an

educational farm, unique riparian habitats, and expansive wilderness within open
space preserves.

Hike with friends and neighbors this fall on the Apricots to Mountain Tops hike
series. We’ll walk on marked Pathways to discover scenic open spaces, woodlands
and creeks, and historic orchards, barns, and an educational farm.

Back by popular demand-over 100 people hiked this route in the spring- the Open
Space Committee is again offering Saturday and Sunday group hikes this fall.

The 6 mile, 3 hour moderate hike climbs through Packard Orchards and to beautiful
Byrne Preserve and Westwind Barn. We then walk down along the Artemas Ginzton
path through woodlands, then over to Hidden Villa Farm. After a brief visit and rest,
we’ll follow Moody Rd. and several hidden Pathways back to our starting point.

The 8 mile, 4 hour very rigorous and adventurous hike follows the same route as the shorter 6 mile hike, but continues from
Hidden Villa along lush Adobe Creek then up the challenging Grapevine Trail. This route takes us into the wilderness of
Midpeninnsula Regional Open Space with a long scenic descent from Rhus Ridge. We’ll take several hidden Pathways to return to
our starting point.

All hikes start at 10:00 AM at the Pathway marker on Elena Rd and Josefa near Foothill College. Park on Josefa. Bring
water,lunch, wear comfy shoes and a hat.

   —Ray Collins, Member Open Space Committee

FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFERS WILDFIRE SURVIVAL TIPS FOR
LOS ALTOS HILLS RESIDENTS

will greatly reduce the risk of loss or damage to
your home in the event of a hillside fire.

1. Remove all flammable vegetation a MINIMUM of 30 feet
around all structures. Clear ornamental shrubbery and
trees of dead leaves and branches.
    2. Remove all pine needles and leaves from roofs, eaves
and rain gutters.
    3. Trim tree limbs 10 feet away from chimneys or
stovepipes and remove any dead limbs hanging over
rooftops.
    4. Cover chimney outlets or flues with a spark arresting,
1/2" mesh, screen.
    5. Post a clearly visible house address, using at least 4"

high numbers, for easy identification.

The Los Altos Hills County Fire District mailed
to each Los Altos Hills homeowner a comprehen-
sive publication entitled “Living with Fire in Santa
Clara County” that is a step-by-step guidebook on
how to make your home safe from wildfire.

If you have additional questions, or would like to
request additional copies of the “Living with Fire in
Santa Clara County” publication, please contact the
County Fire Office of Public Education at 408-
341.4485 or visit the Santa Clara County Fire
Department website at www.sccfd.org.

L ocal government prepares for many kinds of local emergencies, but a large-scale disaster
may overwhelm the community’s emergency responders causing significant delays in getting
to those who need help. Assistance from trained volunteers is crucial. The

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) is a group of Los Altos and Los
Altos Hills residents who volunteer to give critical support to emergency responders.
They offer immediate care for victims, organize spontaneous volunteers at a disaster
site and collect information to support first responder efforts. The CERT program
creates a partnership between first responders and the community in training citizens
to help themselves, their families and their neighbors in emergencies.  The Los Altos
Police Department will offer CERT training program beginning October 6, 2004.
Interested residents will meet once a week for four Wednesday nights from 6 to 9 PM and learn
essential skills, including disaster preparedness. The weekly sessions are followed by a hands-on
session on Saturday, October 23, 2004 from 9 AM to 5 PM.

6-Mile Sunday Hikes:
   September 12, October 10, November 14

8-Mile Saturday Hike:
   October 9

Free to the Public
Dinner Tickets

Adults $35
Children (6-12) $25
Children under 6 $5

To Reserve Tickets
Call

(650) 941-6113

www.westwindbarn.com

BBQ
Equestrian Demonstrations

“ Happy Birds” Performing Parrots
Music

Line Dancing

Fantastic Silent Auction

Funds benefit Westwind Barn & 4H Riding Institute
for disabled children.

Above picture shows a home that
survived a fire in N. CA with a 30 ft.

fire break around the house.

Friends of Westwind Inc. Invite You to Join Us for the 27th Anniversary

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM

Participants pay $90 for a CERT backpack, which includes a team vest, helmet, gloves, and basic
first aid and disaster response supplies. For more information, please contact Police Agent John
Korges at (650) 947-2681 or e-mail john.korges@ci.los-altos.ca.us.

PATHWAYS: LET THE HEARINGS BEGIN!

Updating the Town’s Pathway Master Plan has been
one of the current Council’s major goals and the
Pathway Committee

has been hard at work to
achieve this. Where are things
and what is going to happen
next?

Background: in the Fall of
2003, the Council requested
the Pathway Committee to
update the Off-road Pathways
(only) of the Pathway Master
Plan.  The Council also
created a special, Ad-Hoc Map Committee to separately
create a highly accurate pathway map for use by the Pathway
Committee.  In Dec ’03, the Pathway Committee developed a
seven stage process that: a) encourages as much resident
input and participation as possible and b) defines a clear way
to explain how all recommendations are made. The Council
approved the process in Dec ’03 and the Committee in-
structed to proceed.

The next few months are perhaps the most important.
There will be no less than 3 sets of public hearings to gather
public input. The first hearings will be Aug 30, 31 and Sep 1.
The Pathway Committee will present the ‘working map’
(version 1) and gather resident input. From this input the
Pathway Committee will create map version 2 which will be
presented to the Planning Commission at three more public
hearings Sep. 28, 29 and 30. Based on further resident input,
the Committee and Commission will create map version 3.
This version will be presented to the Council for additional
public review, probably in late 2004 or early 2005. The final
map, version 4, is then ready for review and adoption by the
Council.

Please join any or all of the public hearings - we welcome
and value your input!

—Chris Vargas

   Chairman, Pathway Committee

CALENDAR
Sept. 1, 28, 29, 30 -

Pathway Map Public
Hearings; Bullis
Multipurpose Room;
Call: 941-7222

Sept. 11, 18, 25 Donor
Wall Tile Workshops at
Bullis Multipurpose
Room, Time: See Insert
Call: Duffy Price at
948-0596

Sept. 15 - Wed.
Disaster Exercise; 20
Volunteers Needed. Call:
Steve Garcia at 941-
7222

Sept. 18, YARD
WASTE Cleanup -
“Tree trimmings” ; 9-2
PM at Foothill College;
Hwy. 280 Park’Rides;
Westwind Barn. (Next
Dates: Oct.16; Nov.20;
Dec. 18)

Oct. 6; CERT
Training;  Call: Steve
Garcia at 941-7222

Nov. 2 Tues.,
ELECTION DAY;   3
LAH City Council seats
up for election. Don’t
Forget to Vote!

The Los Altos Hills Horsemen’s
Association has openings on its
Board of Directors for the 2004-05
season. All interested parties should
contact Alisa Bredo, LAHHA
President, at (650) 948-3660. The
board holds its meetings on the
second Tuesday of each month at
7PM.

HORSEMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

         Saturday
             September 4

 5-10 pm




